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HS/HT News and Announcements
New High School/High Tech Home Page
In response to feedback and suggestions from High
School/High Tech sites, there have been some changes
made to the HS/HT web site.  The changes include a new
address: http://www.highschoolhightech.net, a new
introductory home page, and a user-friendly navigation bar
that allows users to access the funding database, library,
forum and manual without a password.

High School/High Tech Listserve
There is a new way for site coordinators to share
information and keep in touch with each other.  The High
School/High Tech list serve is now the email discussion
forum for the High School/High Tech (HS/HT) initiative.
The overall purpose of the list is to provide another way
for sites to easily communicate with all other sites. It also
will provide another way to get technical assistance and
guidance from the National High School/High Tech
Office and the Collaborative.

You may post a message to this listserve that will be sent
out to every member of the listserve by sending your
message to hsht@lists.ncwd-youth.info. Please invite
others who are interested in High School/High Tech to
subscribe. To subscribe or unsubscribe, visit:
 http://lists.ncwd-youth.info/mailman/listinfo/hsht.

If you have questions about the listserve,
please contact Lewis Kraus at InfoUse

email: lkraus@infouse.com
(510) 549-6520

The first use of the listserve pointed out the need for some
process changes.  Now, replies to a listserve message will go
directly to the person who posed the question or comment.
People can also choose to send their replies to whole list.
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Tips on Fundraising
Scholarships vs. Financial Aid
Scholarships are commonly defined as gifts
and awards that are based on a student's
academic achievement, background or other
specific criteria, but they are just one type of
financial aid. Grants, Loans and Work-Study
programs also are part of a student's financial
aid options.  Grants are awards that usually do
not have to be paid back.  Loans are money
borrowed to cover the costs of attending school
that must be repaid. Work-study is
employment that allows a student to earn
money toward school expenses. 

Although scholarships can be quite helpful in
off-setting the cost of a college education, it is
important for a student who knows that his or
her financial resources or those of her family's
will not cover the cost of the college education
selected, that she should apply for financial aid
through the financial aid office at the school to
be attended.  That way, the right combination
of grants, loans or other aid programs can be
customized by the financial aid officer who
knows the most about the process. 

According to the Heath Resource Center, the
national clearinghouse on post-secondary
education for individuals with disabilities,
there are few scholarships available for people
whose unique situation is disability compared
to the amount of scholarships available overall.
Disability-related scholarships can help cover
some of the costs of higher education, but there
are not enough of these to assure that all
people with disabilities will receive them.

Students seeking scholarship dollars should be
sure to consider applying for programs based
on other criteria such as the intended field of
study, hobbies, interests, or local community
service.

The best resource for all students, including
those with disabilities, is still the financial aid
administrator and the office of disability
services at the colleges being considered. 

Internet Resources
More disability suggestions, tips, information, and
links can be found by searching the Internet.
A few sites are listed here to help get you started.  

 Heath Resource Center, the national
clearinghouse  on  post-secondary
education for individuals with disabilities: 
http://www.heath-resource-center.org

 International Center for Disability
Resources on the Internet (ICDRI):
http://www.icdri.org

 ICDRI Financial aid page: 
http://www.icdri.org/Financial%20Aid/finaid.htm

 Jim Lubin's self-compiled list of disability
resources:
 http://www.makoa.org

 Jim Lubin's university/education disability
resources:
http://www.makoa.org/education.htm
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 PARENTS, Inc. is a partnership of Alaska
families of people with disabilities that
provides support, training resources, and
advocacy statewide.
Home page:
http://www.parentsinc.org
Financial aid page: 
http://www.parentsinc.org/finaid/finaid.html

 University of Washington Disabilities,
Opportunities, Internetworking, and
Technology (DO-IT), (also a High
School/High Tech site)
HomePage:
http://www.washington.edu/doit

 Disability related resources on the internet: 
http://www.washington.edu/doit/Brochures/DRR

 Funding strategies for students with
disabilities: 
http://www.washington.edu/doit/Brochures/Aca
demics/financial-aid.html

 FastWEB
FastWEB is the largest online scholarship
search available, with 600,000 scholarships
representing over one billion in scholarship
dollars. It provides students with accurate,
regularly updated information on
scholarships, grants, and fellowships suited
to their goals and qualifications, all at no
cost to the student.
http://fastweb.com

 FinAid
FinAid was established in the fall of 1994 as
a public service. This site has grown into
the most comprehensive annotated
collection of information about student
financial aid on the web. 
http://www.finaid.org/scholarships

PRIVATE FUNDING SOURCES
Scholarships
This month highlights private funding sources
that have an interest in providing scholarships.
Each of the opportunities described below are
examples of the types of scholarships that have
been found by searching the Internet.

These scholarships are made available
specifically for High School students with a
disability who are pursuing undergraduate
degrees.  These examples were chosen to
illustrate scholarship possibilities, and are not
intended to be a complete list.  Rather, they are
meant to provide a knowledge base that can
help begin a more specific, local search. 

Stanley E. Jackson Scholarship Award
for Students with Disabilities
"The mission of the Foundation is to
encourage, enhance and empower children
and youth with disabilities and/or gifted and
talented children to obtain their greatest
potential."
Source:   http://yesican.sped.org/about.html
September 2002.  

Previously named The Fund for Exceptional
Children, The Yes I Can! Foundation awards
scholarships each year in the name of Stanley
E. Jackson, a pioneer and leader in the special
education community. The scholarships are
given to individuals with disabilities who will
be attending a post-secondary school for the
first time. Applications for the 2003-2004 school
year have begun to be accepted August 2002.

Awards of $500 are given to eight students
who will enter college or vocational school
for the first time. The scholarship may be
applied to two or four-year college programs
or vocational, technical, or fine arts training
programs. 
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The Yes I Can! Foundation of Arlington,
Virginia, is located at 1110 North Glebe Road,
Suite 300, 22201. More information as well as a
complete application can be found at the web
site: 
http://yesican.sped.org/scholarship/index.html#1

Foundation for Science and Disability
The Foundation for Science and Disability
(FSD) was founded in 1975 as a non-profit
organization.  Run by Dr. E.C. Keller, Jr. of the
West Virginia University, FSD has the
following goals:

"To promote the integration of scientists with
disabilities into all activities of the scientific
community and of society as a whole and to
promote the removal of barriers in order to
enable students with disabilities to choose
careers in science."
Source: 
http://www.as.wvu.edu/~scidis/organizations/FSD_
brochure.html, September 2002.

A membership organization, FSD also
promotes employment and career
opportunities and seeks to increase the
participation of scientists with disabilities in
the academic, government, and industrial
aspects of society.

The Foundation for Science and Disability's
scholarship fund, called The Student Award
Program, "helps to increase opportunities in
science, engineering, mathematics, technology,
and pre-medical/dental areas for graduate or
professional students with disabilities."
Source:
http://www.as.wvu.edu/~scidis/organizations/FSD_
brochure.html, September 2002.

Although the FSD does not state how many
awards are available, it does mention that
awards of $1000 each are made to qualified
college or university students with a disability
in any field of Mathematics, Science, Medicine,
Technology, or Engineering.  For more details
on the Foundation for Science and Disability,
visit
http://www.as.wvu.edu/~scidis/organizations/FSD_
brochure.html

Requests for further information or
membership should be addressed to:
Dr. E. C. Keller, Jr.,
West Virginia University,
Morgantown WV 26506 -6057.

Chairscholars Foundation
The ChairScholars Foundation, Inc. was
founded in 1992 to provide college or
vocational school education for children with
severe physical challenges.  Though the
Foundation has evolved by adding local
scholarship programs, the criteria for selection
still are that students should come from
financially needy families and that they have a
very serious physical disability.  Almost all of
the applicants to this program are "at risk" and
would have no way of continuing education
past high school without this assistance.

As of 2002, there are 26 graduates and 33
attending colleges and universities throughout
the United States, totaling 59.  Forty-eight of
the fifty-nine have received assistance in 2002
alone.  Each year, an average of ten new
students are given $5,000 per year for each
college year up to a maximum of $20,000 total.
The student must be physically challenged but
does not have to be in a wheelchair.  However,
the physical challenge must be "significant."
Persons with minor disabilities are not eligible
for funding from this organization.  For more
information, visit http://www.chairscholars.org



October 2002
Volume 2, Issue 11

5

Anne Ford Scholarship Program
Part of the National Center for Learning
Disability (NCLD), The Anne Ford Scholarship
program provides $10,000 over four years to
one high school senior with a learning
disability (LD) who will pursue an
undergraduate degree.  According to the
NCLD web site, only 14% of students with LD
attend college within two years of leaving high
school. This scholarship will be awarded to  "A
person who has faced the challenges of having
a learning disability and who, through
perseverance and academic endeavor, has
created a life of purpose and achievement."
Source: http://www.ld.org/press/afscholar0508.cfm,
September 2002.

Applications to the Anne Ford Scholarship are
available online at NCLD's Web site,
http://www.ld.org. For further information,
you may email: AFScholarship@ncld.org.

The mission of NCLD is "To increase
opportunities for all individuals with learning
disabilities (LD) to achieve their potential.
NCLD accomplishes its mission by promoting
public awareness and understanding,
conducting educational programs and services
that promote research-based knowledge, and
providing national leadership in shaping
public policy. NCLD offers solutions that help
people with LD participate fully in society."
Source: http://www.ld.org/about/index.cfm,
September 2002.  

Questions? Comments?
Contact Monica Slater of InfoUse.

mslater@infouse.com
510-549-6520

InfoUse
2560 Ninth Street, Suite 216

Berkeley, CA 94710-2566
www.infouse.com

Bank of America ADA Abilities
Scholarship Program
This scholarship program is designed to
encourage the pursuit of a career in banking,
finance, or computer science for students who
meet the definition of disabled as specified by
the Americans with Disabilities Act, and who
must attend an accredited public or private,
two-year or four-year college or university,
technical or vocational school. 

This Bank of America Scholarship
program is run by The Center for
Scholarship Administration (CSA), formerly
the Foundation Scholarship Program, an
independent, non-profit, scholarship
administrative service.  Currently, the CSA
awards over $2,000,000 annually in
scholarship funds to more than  650
deserving students. Funds  are given  for
scholarships and scholarship endowment
programs. An application packet as well as
guidelines and instructions for applicants is
available for download at:
http://www.scholarshipprograms.org/fsp_bankof
america.html

Electronic Industries Foundation
Scholarship Fund
"EIF is dedicated to developing tomorrow's
technology leaders by introducing young
people to the innovation and  excitement  of
the electronic industries. Through programs
and partnerships with businesses, leading
universities  and  non-profit   organizations,
EIF offers novel  educational  opportunities
that help young people develop critical science
and technology skills vital to workplace
success in the 21st century. By connecting
today's  youth  to  tomorrow's  technologies,
the Foundation is expanding minds and
inspiring young imaginations to envision a
future in the world of technology."
Source: http://eiafoundation.org September 2002. 
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This foundation provides one-time financial
aid to students with disabilities who are
pursuing technical and science degrees.
Although the EIF web site, does not provide
much detail on their scholarship program,
more information can be obtained by calling
800-279-9777 or by sending an e-mail to:
highered@state.ch.nm.uswww.nmche.org. 

A.G. Bell Association for the Deaf and
Hard of Hearing
The Alexander Graham Bell Association for the
Deaf and Hard of Hearing is an international
membership organization and resource center
on hearing loss and spoken language
approaches and related issues.  Founded in
1890 by Alexander Graham Bell, this
foundation makes available a variety of
resources including hearing loss information,
advocacy, interest group contact information,
and financial aid. 

The A.G. Bell College scholarship program is
one of four  financial  aid categories  offered
to students who are deaf and/or hard of
hearing.   College  scholarships  are  awarded
to qualified students with moderate to
profound hearing loss to continue their
education on undergraduate and graduate
levels.

Preference is given to undergraduates, and
students who apply need to show a
commitment to superior academic and career
performance in any area of study. Applications
are accepted between September 1 and January
1 each year. More information is available by
visiting
http://www.agbell.org/financialaid/agbell_programs
.cfm

SUCCESSFUL AND
INNOVATIVE FUNDRAISING
Student Scholarship Success
A few examples of how High School/High
Tech students have been able to earn college
scholarships might provide some inspiration
and motivation for current HS/HT students. 

Tracy, a mentor of the University of
Washington DO-IT program was able to fund
her college education entirely on private
scholarships.  The ChairScholars Foundation
funded 50% of her education at Southwest
State University in Marshall, MN.  The other
half came from other private scholarships.
Tracy now works for IBM as an I-Series
software support specialist. 

Tracy attributes her success in winning private
scholarships to the strength of her essay.  She
composed hers with a personal touch by
explaining what she wanted to do and why.
"Don't be afraid to tell people your story and
your dreams. Try to write in a way that will
touch the hearts of the review committee,"  she
recommends.  Tracy also applied for each and
every scholarship for which she was eligible.
To tell your personal story well and to be
aggressive in your search for college funding
will greatly increase your chances of receiving
private scholarship funds. 

Tracy suggests that searching the Internet for
available scholarships is a good place to start.
Fastweb.com is one she likes in particular.
"Definitely shoot for scholarships for people
with disabilities, but don't limit yourself to just
those," she says.   Other topics to consider for
scholarship money are ones that give money
based on hobbies, interests, fields of study,
your employer or your parent's employer.   
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Eric Patterson, another current member of the
mentor group of the University of Washington
DO-IT program, attended Mt. Hood College in
Gresham, Oregon.  He received a grant from
the State Commission for the Blind. He had
applied for financial aid, but was not qualified.
However, because he was not working, the
commission covered his college funding
including tuition and study materials.   The
Commission was able to facilitate payment of
Eric's tuition directly to Mt. Hood College and
provided the assistance he needed to complete
his education. 

Maggie, a past participant of the High
School/High Tech initiative in Florida, is
currently an undergraduate student at Florida
Institute of Technology on a "Bright Future"
scholarship.   This scholarship was funded by a
local school foundation in Florida.  Vocational
Rehabilitation assistance provided for the
books, and Maggie is now pursuing a degree in
chemical engineering.

Several students in the Florida High
School/High Tech program have taken
advantage of a  $5,000 training voucher that is
available to WIA-eligible students.  This
voucher can be exchanged for education or
technical training at a variety of different
schools.  This money is to be used for
occupational skills training at local technical or
community colleges, but is subject to
availability.

The National Collaborative on Workforce and Disability for Youth is working to ensure that youth with
disabilities can access high quality services that will result in future employment and independent living.
The Collaborative will help to build the capacity for the nation's workforce development system and its
workers to assist youth with disabilities. The Collaborative is part of President Bush's New Freedom
Initiative goal to integrate Americans with disabilities into the workforce.

As part of the Collaborative, InfoUse will e-mail a funding bulletin to the High School/High Tech sites
periodically. The purpose of this bulletin is to provide the latest information on funding opportunities,
offer tips on grant or foundation proposal writing, profile successes and innovations in fundraising, and
inform sites about significant program news and announcements.


