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HS/HT News & Announcements
Regional Meetings

At last spring's High School/High Tech conference, many of
the site coordinators told us that smaller regional meetings
would be more helpful. The High School/High Tech National
Office and the National Collaborative on Workforce and
Disability for Youth (NCWD/Youth) have responded by
scheduling two regional trainings-one on the East Coast and
one on the West Coast.

The eastern regional training
will start the evening of

November 13 and conclude
at 2 pm on November 15.

It will be held in
Cocoa Beach, Florida at

the Kennedy Space Center.

The western regional training
will start the evening of

December 2 and conclude
at 2 pm on December 4.

It will be held in
Redmond, Washington

at Microsoft Corporation.

The meetings will provide general technical assistance and
introduce the new High School/High Tech program manual
highlighting new design features and affiliation procedures
for the High School/High Tech initiative.
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Private Funding Sources:
School Technology

Adobe Systems Community Relations
Adobe Systems has a software donation
program that supports primary and
secondary schools (U.S. K-12) and qualified
nonprofit organizations or non
governmental organizations (NGO's) with
donations of their latest version software.
Schools eligible for this program are able to
request a maximum of three software
packages per year.  This program is
managed in partnership with Gifts In Kind
International,  and a nominal processing and
shipping fee will be charged for all software
donations.

The software donation program includes
schools in Canada, China/Hong Kong,
France, Germany, India, Japan, and the
United Kingdom.  For more information
about the software program, visit
http://www.adobe.com/aboutadobe/phila
nthropy/software.html.  Adobe does make
monetary contributions to organizations
within the San Jose, California and the
Seattle, WA areas.  For information about
cash grants in these areas, visit
http://www.adobe.com/aboutadobe/phila
nthropy/grants.html.

National Cristina Foundation
The Foundation's home page describes its
purpose:  "Since the early 1980s, without
charging a fee for its work or technology,
National Cristina Foundation (NCF) has been
a conduit of hope, bridging the gap among
corporations and community organizations
and public agencies who train people with
special needs." Source: www.cristina.org,
October 2002.

The National Cristina Foundation makes
grants of computer hardware,
communications devices, and other
equipment to non-profit organizations
who are engaged in the education,
rehabilitation, or training of people with
disabilities, at risk students or economically
disadvantaged persons.

Grant recipients are required to become
partners in the NCF Learning Network.
The NCF Learning Network was founded
with a grant from the U.S. Department of
Commerce, National Telecommunications
and Information Administration.  Priority
is given to organizations responsible for
fostering the training of people with special
needs in educational or training
environments. To download a grant
application, go to
http://www.cristina.org/learning_partner.
html?live=partner.

AOL Foundation
"The AOL Time Warner Foundation is
dedicated to using the power of media,
communications and information
technology to serve the public interest and
strengthen society."  Source:
http://aoltimewarnerfoundation.org/,
October 2002.  Rather than only providing
grant dollars or funding unsolicited
requests, this foundation enters into
partnerships with organizations that have
demonstrated a commitment to their four
priorities: Equipping Kids for the 21st
Century; Extending Internet Benefits to All;
Engaging Communities in the Arts; and
Empowering Citizens and Civic
Participation.
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AOL Time Warner funds organizations, some
of which are schools, to improve education
through the use of technology and the Internet.
One program, AOL Achievers, established a
partnership with a high school in Washington,
DC, to work together to build students' skills
and raise their aspirations for a college
education by providing a computer lab, access
to SAT courses online, and free AOL accounts.
Another program, AOL@School, provided Free
Internet education portals for students,
teachers and administrators across the United
States.  For more details on this foundation and
its priorities, go to
http://aoltimewarnerfoundation.org/about/a
boutus.html.

Compaq Contributions Program
As a hardware technology manufacturer,
Compaq is committed to supporting
innovative opportunities and initiatives that
have a positive impact on communities where
the company has a significant employee and
business presence.  Compaq works with these
communities individually to understand their
needs to form strategic partnerships.

This contributions program provides
technology and cash contributions, and
encourages employee involvement in
programs that align with their theme:
Investments and Innovations Through
Technology Enhancing Education and
Strengthening Communities. Priority is given
to youth education programs that enhance
math, science, reading, and computer skills;
professional development for teachers, with
emphasis on using technology as a tool in the
classroom; programs providing educational
enrichment and assistance to students before,
during, and after school (e.g., mentoring,
homework centers, and science programs).
For more information, or to apply for funding,
visit
http://www.compaq.com/corporate/commu
nity/program.html#Applicationprocess.

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
"The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation is
dedicated to improving people's lives by
sharing advances in health and learning with
the global community."  Source:
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/.  The
Foundation was created in January of 2000,
through the merger of the Gates Learning
Foundation.   Led by Bill Gates' father, William
H. Gates, Sr., and Patty Stonesifer, the Seattle-
based Foundation has an endowment of
approximately $24 billion.

This foundation funds a variety of causes and
initiatives, including global health, libraries,
and education.  One example grant went to the
Alaska Council of School Administrators.
$345,592 over 2 years was given to provide
superintendents and principals from public
and private schools access to leadership
development on technology integration and
systems change.  Another went to The Institute
of Computer Technology (ICT) in Santa Clara
County, CA.  $3,640,000 over 1 year was
provided to support the Intel Teach to the
Future Program.

Mitsubishi Electric America
Foundation
"The mission of the MEA Foundation is to
contribute to a better world for us all by
helping young people with disabilities,
through technology, to maximize their
potential and participation in society."
Source:  http://www.meaf.org/about.html,
October 2002.
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In carrying out this mission, the Foundation
provides three types of grants: Starfish Grants
for programs of national scope and impact, or
for model projects that can be replicated at
multiple sites; matching grants that
supplement cash, products and employee
volunteer time donated by Mitsubishi Electric
& Electronics USA employees in their
communities; and matching gifts (called
Starfish Matches) that match individual
employee donations to charitable
organizations.
Source:  http://www.meaf.org/pressrel.html,
October 2002.

While Mitsubishi considers requests from all
areas of the United States, priority is given to
those in communities where Mitsubishi
Electric U.S. companies are located.

The MEA Foundation seeks to fund
organizations that meet the Foundation's
mission.  One grant went to the Center for
Applied Special Technology (CAST) to help
support them in piloting the Universal
Learning Center, which provides digital
curriculum materials to teachers and parents of
students with disabilities.  Another went to
The TecEds (Technology in Education Can
Empower Deaf Students) program, based in
Washington DC, to train K-12 teachers of deaf
and hard-of-hearing students in the classroom
use of visual technologies.

Gifts In Kind International
"Gifts In Kind International partners with
businesses and nonprofit organizations to
provide quality products and services that
improve lives in communities around the
world."  Source:  http://www.giftsinkind.org,
October 2002.  A 3M corporate product
donation in 1983 marked the beginning of Gifts
In Kind International that today is the 7th
largest such charitable organization in the
world.  Forty percent of Fortune 500 companies
use Gifts In Kind International to design and
manage this donation process.

Participation in this program requires an
application and registration fee.  Details and
cost structure are located on the Gifts in Kind
International website:
http://www.giftsinkind.org.

Computer hardware, software, office supplies,
and equipment from over 100 internationally
recognized companies are available for
donation.  There is a global resource directory
listed by the company donating the products
on the website:
http://www.giftsinkind.org/receive/director
y.asp.

TechSoup
TechSoup is aimed at the 650,000 small to
midsize non-profit organizations in the US, but
staff from larger non-profits might find useful
information as well.  "TechSoup is committed
to leveraging its strength as a community-wide
portal for the benefit of the entire community."
Source:  www.techsoup.org, October 2002.
TechSoup will make recommendations and
criticisms of computer software and hardware
based on their industry knowledge.   Their
views can sometimes be controversial, but the
information is presented in a clear, user-
friendly format.

TechSoup's latest service for non-profits is
called DiscounTech. DiscounTech is a
shopping page on the TechSoup site that
makes software and other technology products
available for a small handling fee.  There is
related technology information on the
Techsoup.org site to help you with your
purchase. The special pricing on DiscounTech
is only available to non-profits, provided by
donations and discounts from their technology
partners.
http://www.techsoup.org/DiscounTech/defa
ult.asp?cg=home&sg=dt
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Tips on Fundraising
Department of Education
Resources /Programs

The US Department of Education (ED) has a
number of programs that fund school
technology.  Some of the ones that relate to
High School/High Tech are listed below for
your reference.  Although these programs may
not be a source of direct funding for your site,
they can provide some perspective,
background or ideas for future partnerships.
Any funding notices or opportunities from ED
will be officially announced on the Federal
Register:
http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/ac
es140.html.

Assistive Technology--NIDRR
Supports consumer-driven state projects to
improve access to assistive technology devices
and services. The goal is to eliminate
programmatic, policy, and other barriers that
keep persons with disabilities from enjoying
the benefits of assistive technology.
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OSERS/NIDRR/

Preparing Tomorrow's Teachers to Use
Technology (PTTT)
Helps ensure that tomorrow's teachers are
prepared to integrate technology effectively
into the curriculum and to use the new
teaching and learning styles enabled by
technology.
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/PPI/teacht
ech/

Community Technology Centers (CTC)
Expands access to technology centers in low-
income communities.
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OVAE/AdultEd
/CTC/

Learning Anytime Anywhere Partnerships
(LAAP)
Supports partnerships of colleges, universities,
businesses, community organizations, or other
entities that deliver quality postsecondary
distance education.
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OPE/FIPSE/LA
AP/

Star Schools
Supports projects that utilize distance learning
technology to provide instructional programs
to students and professional development to
teachers in under served populations.
http://www.ed.gov/prog_info/StarSchools/

Technology Literacy Challenge Fund (TLCF)
Provides funding to help states and school
districts develop and implement plans to meet
the four national educational technology goals.
For a state-by-state table of TLCF grant
allocations for FY1997-2000, go here.
http://www.ed.gov/technology/TLCF/

Technology Innovation Challenge Grants
(TICG)
Promotes innovative uses of educational
technology by awarding grants to partnerships
of school districts, universities, businesses,
libraries, software designers, and others.
http://www.ed.gov/technology/challenge/

Questions? Comments?
Contact Monica Slater of InfoUse.

mslater@infouse.com
510-549-6520

InfoUse
2560 Ninth Street, Suite 216

Berkeley, CA 94710-2566
www.infouse.com
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Interagency Education Research Initiative
(IERI)
A Federal partnership that includes the
National Science Foundation (NSF), the
Department of Education's Office of
Educational Research and Improvement
(OERI) and the National Institute of Child
Health and Human Development
(NICHD). The goal of the IERI is to
improve pre K-12 student learning and
achievement in reading, mathematics, and
science by supporting rigorous,
interdisciplinary research on large-scale
implementations of promising educational
practices and technologies in complex and
varied learning environments.
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2001/nsf0192/
nsf0192.txt

Successful and Innovative
Funding

Getting to know the
operation of a private
foundation and
adjusting your style to
meet the needs of such
an organization will be
helpful to you in both
grant seeking and
grant fulfilling tasks. If
you ignore foundation
industry statistics and
trends and focus on
the unique
characteristics of each
foundation, you can
significantly increase
your chances of success.

Grantmaker Perspective:
Mitsubishi Electric America
Foundation
Despite the Mitsubishi name, which is often
associated with the Mitsubishi family of
companies, the Mitsubishi Electric America
Foundation is a small foundation.  Mitsubishi
Electric America has only 3,500 employees and
the foundation only 2 1/2 staff positions.  The
foundation staff relies heavily on guidance
from their dedicated board of directors and
volunteer advisory committee.

Smaller foundations usually support a broad
range of activities without a specific program
focus (e.g., they may direct most of their
funding to the arts one year and to education
the next year).  The MEA Foundation is
different from the norm in this way.  This
foundation remains true to its focus of,
"Helping young people with disabilities,
through technology, to maximize their

potential and participation
in society." Source:
www.meaf.org, October
2002. This is a clear and
well-defined focus for
such a small foundation.

According to a survey by
The Foundation Center, of
20,000 foundations in the
US, only 20% of
foundations give
nationally rather than
locally.  The MEA
Foundation is different in
this way, too.  Because

their focus is narrower than most small
foundations, they broaden their geographic
requirements to include the entire US,
especially locations where Mitsubishi Electric
companies are located.

According to a survey by
The Foundation Center,

of 20,000 foundations in the US,
only 20% of foundations give
nationally rather than locally.
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Another unique feature of this foundation is
that it fully utilizes the expertise of its
advisory committee,
made up of technology,
industry and disability
professionals to review
and select funding
candidates.  This extra
step of review allows the
MEA Foundation to tap
this experience to keep
an up-to-date, well-
informed review process
and to keep the entire
organization on track to
meet their goals.  By
assembling an advisory
committee that operates outside of the
management or board of directors of the
foundation, they can also keep their
selections objective.

According to Colleen Maher, program officer
for the MEA Foundation, "The best advice I

have for grant seekers is
'Do your homework'...We
get so many requests for
funding that are not in line
with our funding mission
or guidelines, and it
wastes everybody's
valuable time."

This mission of High
School High Tech is
valuable, too.  Do take
time to get to know the
unique characteristics of a
foundation and make sure

they apply to the goals of your High
School/High Tech site before sending a grant
application.  It will save you and the
foundation a lot of valuable time and effort.

The National Collaborative on Workforce and Disability for Youth is working to ensure that youth with disabilities can access high
quality services that will result in future employment and independent living.  The Collaborative will help to build the capacity for
the nation's workforce development system and its workers to assist youth with disabilities.  The Collaborative is part of President
Bush's New Freedom Initiative goal to integrate Americans with disabilities into the workforce.

As part of the Collaborative, InfoUse will e-mail a funding bulletin to the High School/High Tech sites periodically.  The purpose of
this bulletin is to provide the latest information on funding opportunities, offer tips on grant or foundation proposal writing, profile
successes and innovations in fundraising, and inform sites about significant program news and announcements.

"The best advice I have for
grant seekers is 'Do your

homework'...We get so many
requests for funding that are not in

line with our funding mission or
guidelines, and it wastes

everybody's valuable time."


